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**MEDIA ADVISORY**

The Metropolitan Opera to transmit “Live in HD” Performance of 

SALOME starring Karita Mattila 

Saturday, October 11th
Live From New York Via Satellite To Movie Theaters across the globe - 
U.S., Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Argentina, Dubai, and across Europe

Tape delay to Japan, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa
13 HD cameras to capture the excitement of live performance for moviegoers; 

The Met: Live in HD performance of Salome hosted by acclaimed soprano Deborah Voigt
WHAT: The Met’s third season of The Met: Live in HD continues with a special afternoon transmission of Richard Strauss’s SALOME on Saturday, October 11th at 1 PM ET/10 AM PT, hosted by acclaimed soprano Deborah Voigt.

History strikes again as Finnish soprano Karita Mattila, who electrified Met audiences in the title role of Richard Strauss's Salome in 2004, returns as the voluptuous Judean princess to a new set of stunning reviews from around the globe.  “Karita Mattila triumphs again,” hailed Anthony Tommasini in The New York Times last week.  “She is mesmerizing in her seductive ‘Dance of the Seven Veils.’ This arresting modern-dress production makes this ‘Salome’ come across once more as a landmark for the Met.”  Clive Barnes of the New York Post exclaimed, “A modern Golden Age of Opera is upon us!  ‘Salome,’ with a stunningly sensuous Karita Mattila, and for this day and age, Salome is Mattila.”

Mattila is joined by fellow Finn Juha Uusitalo as Jochanaan (John the Baptist) who makes his company debut.  The production is conducted by Patrick Summers.  The cast also includes Ildikó Komlósi as Herodias, Kim Begley in the role of Herod and Joseph Kaiser as Narraboth. 
This production of Richard Strauss's 1905 opera Salome, directed by Jürgen Flimm with sets and costumes by Santo Loquasto, returns to the Met for the first time since its premiere four years ago. Lighting design is by James F. Ingalls and choreography by Doug Varone. 

Prior to the performance of the one act opera and at the conclusion, HD cameras take movie-goers backstage for a rare behind-the-scenes view of the Met with host Deborah Voigt. The live transmission is directed for telecast by Barbara Willis Sweete; Jay Saks is audio producer. 

Salome marks the second performance of the season as part of The Met: Live in HD series and will be transmitted live from New York via satellite into 474 movie theaters performing arts centers, universities and museums across the country.  The performance will be shown live in high-definition in movie theaters throughout the Americas and Europe.  Over 100 locations in Canada will exhibit the event as well as the following locations: the Auditorio Nacional in Mexico City, Mexico, the Cultural Cultural Costarricense Norteamericano in San Jose, Costa Rica, the Cine Teatro 25 de Mayo in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and at Caribbean Cinema in Puerto Rico. The series returns in the U.K., Germany, Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, France, Czech Republic, Poland, and debuts for the first time in Dubai, Estonia, Finland, Ireland,  Hungary, and Latvia..  Salome is the season’s first The Met: Live in HD event to be transmitted live to Europe.  Salome will be screened on a tape delay basis in Australia, Japan, New Zealand, and South Africa.
More information on tickets and the 10 theaters currently committed to the new series is available at www.nzmetopera.com or by going directly to each cinemas website:
Bridgeway Cinema Northcote (09) 481 0040
Rialto Newmarket (09) 369 2417
Rialto Tauranga (07) 577 0445 
Victoria Cinema Hamilton (07) 838 3036
Cinema Gold Palmerston North (06) 353 1902 
Cinema Gold Havelock North (06) 877 9016
Penthouse Cinema Wellington (04) 384 3157
Nelson: The Suter & State Cinemas (03) 548 3885 
Rialto Christchurch (03) 374 9404
Rialto Dunedin
For media enquiries please contact:
NZ Marketing & Publicity enquiries:

Adria Buckton, Trigger Marketing & Publicity

adria_trigger@orcon.net.nz
09 834 33 48 / 021 498 086

The Met: Live in HD series reached more than 935,000 people in the 2007-08 season, more than the number of people who saw performances in the opera house.  These performances began airing on PBS in March 2008, and eight of these HD performances are currently or will soon be available on DVD, on the EMI and Universal labels.  In the 2008-09 season, the series expands to feature 11 live transmissions, which started September 22 with the Met’s Opening Night Gala and will be shown live worldwide on Saturdays through May 9 with encores scheduled at various times.  The HD productions will be seen in over 850 theaters in 28 countries around the world. Five new productions will be featured, including the Met premiere of John Adams’s Doctor Atomic on November 8.  The Met’s Opening Night Gala starring Renée Fleming kicked off The Met: Live in HD in the Americas with over 73,000 attendees at movie theaters in the U.S, Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Argentina. 
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