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SYNOPSIS
I’m Not Harry Jenson is the debut feature ﬁlm from Writer / Director James Napier Robertson. Shot almost entirely on location against the stunning backdrop of New Zealand’s Waitakere Ranges, it follows the journey of worldwide best selling crime novelist and ex pat kiwi Stanley Merse ( Gareth Reeves - A Song of Good, Underbelly, Insider’s Guide to Love ), as he struggles to overcome a writer’s block which threatens to stall his career. 

Evoking the style and pacing of the Noir genre, I’m Not Harry Jenson is essentially a murder mystery with Stanley the prime suspect.  Stanley’s success as a novelist has been largely due to his unique style where he writes from the ﬁrst person perspective of the central characters of his stories, who are always the killers in real-life murder cases. 

Troubled by writer’s block, and feeling alienated from the world, Stanley approaches his agent Tom Darby ( Marshall Napier – The Waterhorse, City Homicide, McLeod’s Daughters, Blue Heelers ) with the possibility of quitting in the middle of his current novel. Worried that the publishers would sue, and that Stanley’s reputation would be ruined, Tom sends him home to New Zealand on a tramping trip to clear his mind. 

When he wakes up on the ﬁrst morning to ﬁnd a fellow traveler dead, Stanley soon ﬁnds himself caught up in a real life scenario that is far too reminiscent of one of his own plot lines – with blood on his hands Merse is faced with the very real possibility that this story may in fact be reality, in his desperation for a story has he in fact crossed the line from ﬁction to fact?

JAMES NAPIER ROBERTSON - WRITER / DIRECTOR / EDITOR 
Writer / Director James Napier Robertson has always had a passion for storytelling. 

James’ acting background and ﬂair for writing witty dialogue, combined with his feel for editing have all served this talented rookie on debut.  Add to this mix his ability to balance both his knowledge of performance and technical prowess and it’s easy to see how James has already been dubbed “a sensitive actor’s director, with a sharp eye for what will work in the editing suite” 

Having cut his teeth making short ﬁlms I’m Not Harry Jenson marks James’ ﬁrst foray into the world of feature ﬁlm. 

This is sure to be the ﬁrst feature of many for this passionate young ﬁlmmaker. 

TOM HERN – PRODUCER

I’m Not Harry Jenson marks Tom’s Hern’s debut as a producer. 

In spite of his tender age (24), Hern has worked in the industry for 7 years; primarily acting (450+ TV episodes) but also behind the camera, where he has worked in casting, production, assistant directing and directing. 

Using the connections and friendships he had forged along the way, Hern’s contribution in the pre​production stages proved vital, securing the private investment which made I’m Not Harry Jenson possible, sourcing investment without any development assistance from ‘traditional funding bodies’. He also played a key part in the script development and casting of the ﬁlm. 

Hern and James Napier Robertson and associate producer Edward Sampson founded the company Six String Pictures in 2007. 

This young pairing will be looking to work closely as a director / producer team in the future.

HOW DID WE GET TO HERE? 
I’m Not Harry Jenson ﬁrst saw the light of day in late 2006, when writer / director James Napier Robertson took the plunge and showed a copy of the script, then The Devils Run, to his old buddy and fellow actor Tom Hern.  (Though it had been rattling around his head for quite a while before that) 

“I met with Tom at a bar while we were both in LA; we discussed the possibility of making a ﬁlm. 
He read the ﬁrst draft of the script, loved most of it, but hated the original ending; so we almost 
walked away from each other at that point! But after another couple of drafts we started to see 
eye to eye.” 
(James Napier Robertson – Writer / Director) 

As Napier Robertson Says, Hern loved the script (eventually), and they both agreed it would make a great ﬁlm, and deciding to take the bull by the horns himself, Hern made the plucky determination to try his hand at producing it... Only one problem: He had no idea where to begin... And it would be Napier Robertson’s ﬁrst outing as a feature director...... 

Well, after reading a few dozen books on the subject, and after many conversations with people in the industry with more experience in such matters than they had, they decided they should probably stop talking about producing the ﬁlm and actually set about doing it. 

“We tried everything to get the money. We got drunk with a heap of rich dudes 
with limited success, begged our friends and family to empty their piggy banks...” 
(Tom Hern - Producer) 

Eight drafts later, and after deciding to go ahead and back their story by shooting a 3 minute teaser, the young ﬁlmmakers showed their ‘little baby’ to a few choicely chosen potential investors... the response they got was exceptional. 

“I think they just admired the mammoth feat that we were attempting to pull off!“ 
(Tom Hern - Producer) 

A few months later, the two twenty something actors-turned-director / producers had secured twenty different private investors, with investments ranging from NZD $1000 - NZD $45,000, pulling together enough money to make the shoot a very real possibility. 

At this time, the third partner in the company, Edward Sampson, signed on as a coproducer. Sampson’s wealth of technical knowledge, and post-production experience proved to be vital every step of the way. 

The next step was to secure the best cast and crew they could ﬁnd. What Napier Robertson and Hern somehow managed to muster up was a veritable ‘dream team’ of New Zealand ﬁlmmaking and acting talent.  From New Zealand Film legends Ian Mune ( Sleeping Dogs ) Marshall Napier ( The Waterhorse, Came A Hot Friday ) and Ilona Rogers ( Salt And Pepper, Utu ), to talented young actor Gareth Reeves  ( Winner Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role, 2008 NZ Film and Television Awards for A Song Of Good ) they amassed an impressive cast who were all drawn to the passion and determination that they both clearly held. The production was also boosted by one of New Zealand’s most experienced cameramen, Rhys Duncan, coming on board as Director Of Photography.  He was quickly followed by a bevy of exceptionally well-versed crew who covered all departments...The young ﬁlm-makers, were set for ﬁrst turnover. 
In April 2008, I’m Not Harry Jenson was shot under the working title The Devil’s Run.  It was no mean feat... In just eighteen days, and with a micro-budget of  NZD $175,000, the cast and crew managed to make, what had become their collective dreams, a reality. 

“The fact is, every single person who worked on this ﬁlm made the tiny budget workable by offering their services for heavily reduced rates - often even throwing in their gear for free. I am eternally grateful to every one of the people who worked on this ﬁlm.. . We were ﬁrst-timers, and we couldn’t have done any of it without them. The challenges we faced were embraced, and our team all produced the ingenuity needed to conquer them.  It felt very special on the set of I’m Not Harry Jenson, we felt very supported.”
(Tom Hern - Producer) 

Consider also that they shot almost entirely on location in the unforgiving April / May weather conditions of the Waitakere ranges, and through bloody-minded determination, they managed to do so within budget and, (quite miraculously) on time. 

“I’ll always remember one shoot day when the river we had crossed to get to a location ﬂooded and everyone was completely stranded. It was pissing down with rain and freezing cold. Just as our 1st AD gave the order to get the hell out of there, someone else yelled out that one of the actresses had hyperthermia. Amongst all the chaos it was hard to work anything out, but thankfully we realised that whilst she was very cold and shivering, she was also wearing ‘death makeup’, and wasn’t QUITE as pale as she had looked!  Whew! To top it all off we then had to trek 45 minutes uphill on muddy tracks, through the bush, lugging our gear – generators and all. We lost half a day of ﬁlming and faced the possibility that everything we had shot up till that point was now useless.  As it turned out, it wasn’t, and in fact it made for some of the best footage in the ﬁlm.“ (James Napier Robertson – Writer / Director) 

What followed on from those epic few weeks of ﬁlming was a careful 12 month post-production process.  Napier Robertson led the post-production stage, bringing his expert editing skills to the chopping room too. 

Thanks to a $25,000 post-production grant from the New Zealand Film Commission, I’m Not Harry Jenson also received a full colour grade, musical score and a sound mix. 

...And so it is, that almost two and half years since I’m Not Harry Jenson was ﬁrst shared with another person, the ﬁlmmakers are delighted to announce that it will premiere at the New Zealand Film Festival in Auckland, and then Christchurch, in July this year. 

The journey has been a roller coaster ride, from start to ﬁnish, but one that both Hern and Napier Robertson assure us they are only too excited about doing all over again on many more projects in the future. 

“The whole process has been a massive learning curve, and one that James and I will treasure for a long long time.  It feels like we have given birth to the movie!!” 
(Tom Hern – Producer)
“As far as making ﬁlms goes...That’s all I hope to do till I’m literally physically incapable of it” (James Napier Robertson – Writer / Director) 

CAST GARETH REEVES -‘ STANLEY ’ 
Despite being a relative new comer to screen, Gareth Reeves, has already forged a successful career as an actor. 

In 2006 Gareth received a nomination for the best performance by an actor in a TV series for his portrayal of ‘Luc’ on The Insider’s Guide to Happiness, and followed that up by taking out the  ‘Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role’ award in the 2008 NZ Film and Television Awards for his work on Greg King’s A Song of Good. 
Gareth plays the lead role of tormented crime novelist ‘Stanley Merse’ in I’m not Harry Jenson, once again showing his remarkable range, and talent. 

Gareth is currently screening on the second series of the hit Aussie TV show Underbelly. 

RENATO BARTOLOMEI – ‘COLBY’
Renato is best known in this country for his four-year stint on kiwi TV show Shortland Street as Doctor Craig Valentine.

Renato has also starred in the NZ drama Mercy Peak and played support roles on such shows as Xena, Water Rats, Blue Heelers and most recently the Disney/ABC show The Legend of the Seeker.

IAN MUNE – ‘BILL’
Ian Mune is a Kiwi Film icon.  From his performance in Sleeping Dogs, to his contribution as a director with Came A Hot Friday, The End of the Golden Weather and What Becomes Of The Broken Hearted, our industry has benefited immeasurably from his work for over 40 years.
JINNY LEE STORY – ‘MARISSA’
A Los Angeles-based, Stella Adler-trained actress, Ms. Story has appeared in both film and television roles including guest work on Don’t Come Knocking (directed by Wim Wenders), The Horse Whisperer, (directed by Robert Redford) and CSI New York (directed by Frank Oz).

MARSHALL NAPIER – ‘TOM DARBY’
Renowned in both New Zealand and Australia, Marshall Napier is a veteran of film, television and theatre on both sides of the Tasman.  Having appeared in over 70 screen productions, his work ranges from iconic New Zealand films such as Came A Hot Friday and Vincent Ward’s The Navigator to gritty Australian dramas such as McLeod’s Daughters, Police Rescue, Water Rats, and City Homicide.  Marshall is also known for his performances in the feature films Babe and The Waterhorse.

OTHER CAST INCLUDE:
Illona Rodgers, Ben Mitchell, Michelle Laingstone, Cameron Rhodes, Rachel Blampied and Tom Hern.

PAGE  
3

